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per mile are not sufficiently low to meet the rates fixed by
the  motor bus which is  therefore  able  to  increase  its
clientele.   The rates do not sufficiently attract smw they
taper in the vicinity of 300 miles for third class traffic.
Actually, however, the bulk of passenger traffic is short
distance, the average lead being about 40 or 50 miles.
If revenue is to increase, low rates should either bring
about an increase in the volume of traffic or an increase
in the average lead per passenger, i.e., there should be
either heavier traffic or a longer average distance travelled
by a passenger.   It is in the third class only that this lead
is so short that, if there were to be an increase of even one
mile to this lead of third class passengers, it could be
expected to lead to a considerable increase in revenue.
The third class passenger is the largest contributor to the
railway revenues, but he is at the same time the peison
who  has  to  undergo  great difficulties.    The   Statistical
table12 appended gives the earnings from each class of
passenger, the total number of passenger miles and earn-
ings therefrom and lastly, the average miles a passenger
was carried.   As regards the last, it will be seen that the
average distance travelled by a third class passenger is
about 35 miles, and there does not seem to be very great
variation in this figure.   There is, however, a very great
divergence in the case of upper class passengers.   In 1925,
the average distance for a first class passenger was 107-6
miles and in 1937-38 it is 212-5 i.e., nearly a cent per cent
increase.   So too in the case of the second class passenger;
the corresponding figures are 38-6 and 78 7.   The earnings
from third class passengers has averaged Es. 30,00,00,000.
There has been a sharp fall in earnings under this class.
In 1925-26, the earnings amounted to Rs. 34,76,54,000; it
continued at this figure with slight variations till 1929-30.
The next year saw a fall by Bs. 4 crores, the worst year
12   Fide Statistical Appendix A, 6.
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